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NOTES:  This paper should probably become two papers, since it covers two topics that intersect and 
can be treated separately.  However, from a more holistic perspective this can be one meditation or 

reflection.  At the ABS conference, only one of the major themes of this paper was presented.  
 

This text is made available for private academic use only, on the understanding that you respect the rules 
of copyright of the original publications.  The question of copyrights on internet is still very fuzzy; the self-
archiving of documents seems licit; but be careful to always refer to the printed version since differences 

may exist between the internet and the printed versions. 
 

                                                 
1 “Such is God's method carried into effect of old…” is the complete wording of the first quote in the title. (GL 224),  
   and also found in variant forms: “Such hath been God's method continued from everlasting to everlasting.” GL 68 
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“By God!  Though weariness lay Me low, and hunger consume Me, and the bare rock be My 
bed, and My fellows the beasts of the field, I will not complain, but will endure patiently as those 
endued with constancy and firmness have endured patiently, through the power of God, the 
Eternal King and Creator of the nations, and will render thanks unto God under all conditions. 
We pray that, out of His bounty -- exalted be He -- He may release, through this 
imprisonment, the necks of men from chains and fetters , and cause them to turn, with sincere 
faces, towards His face, Who is the Mighty, the Bounteous.  Ready is He to answer whosoever 
calleth upon Him, and nigh is He unto such as commune with Him. We further beseech Him to 
make of this darksome tribulation a shield for the Temple of His Cause, and to protect it from 
the assault of sharpened swords and pointed daggers. Adversity hath ever given rise to the 
exaltation of His Cause and the glorification of His Name. Such hath been God's method 
carried into effect in centuries and ages past.”   
 
(Baha'u'llah, The Summons of the Lord of Hosts, p. 133) 
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 ABSTRACT 
There are two objectives in this paper:  First to discuss two aspects or categories for 

classifying our understanding of the nature of God—God’s immanence and His transcendence.  
Second is to look at the relationship this has to God’s “method” of sacrifice —which Bahá’u’lláh 
goes to some length to describe as an abstract principle—and see how this impacts each Bahá’í’s 
responsibility to teach others about the nature of Revelation and its progression down through 
history.  This paper suggests that it is more difficult to teach the adherents of an earlier world 
Faith when we fail to view these two complementary aspects of God’s nature (immanence and 
transcendence), taken together as a whole system, which is operative within God’s “method” of 
revealing Himself to humanity.  The paper discusses these two categories (immanence and 
transcendence) of God's attributes and two basic categories of perception of those attributes 
(inward and outward perception).  The principle of sacrifice is related to both immanence and 
transcendence as a way of helping to distinguish the two, particularly as it may be seen to release 
new energies throughout the creation—advancing science and socia l progress.  Recognizing this 
principle helps us understanding that His immanence presupposes His transcendence—that His 
presence on earth as a great Personage, limited in time and place to a segment of human history, 
never reduces His presence as the “Beyond” in the midst of our everyday lives.  

 
God’s immanence and transcendence can be seen…  

• In the life of the Manifestation,  
• In the operation of the Holy Spirit in history each time the Manifestation appears, 
• And in our personal lives.   

 
Similarly, human understanding the Divine Spirit and its operation tends to focus on either the 
exoteric (outward) or esoteric (inward) meaning we gain from the scriptures about these events.  
Moreover, these understandings vary according to each individual’s degree or capacity.  Failure 
to distinguish the complementary nature of these two attributes of God has caused rift between 
the religions of the East and the West, limited our understanding of the station of the 
Manifestation, and limited our own experience of the Presence of God in our personal lives.  
Each of these limitations is discussed and how we might overcome them with these distinctions. 

The suffering of the Manifestation of God is examined as an essential part of Revelation 
(God’s “method”), and why we must teach this as a repeating principle if there is to be any hope 
of reconciling the perceived differences between the world’s great religions. Case in point: 
Christians love Jesus because of the great sacrifice He made for them.  Great sacrifice can and 
must be understood as a principle repeated in the life of each Messenger and Apostle from God.  
Once the people realize the extreme sacrifice and suffering of Bahá’u’lláh, His love for humanity 
will capture their hearts too.  The terms Salvation, Redemption, Ransom, and Atonement appear 
more times in the Bahá’í Writings than in the Bible.  Consideration is given to the value of 
reaching common ground on their meaning, as a means of reconciling the Faith and Christianity.    

 
Definitions : 

Transcendence: extending or lying beyond the limits of ordinary experience or perception. 
Immanence: lying within the range of normal perception or experience (inherent). 
Transcendence of God: His exalted nature above and beyond our perception or comprehension. 
Immanence of God: Typically meant to indicate His presence, pervading the Universe. 
(Indwellingness) 
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Divine Spirit in the Person of the Manifestation 
• Immanence of God in Him (Voice of God Himself) 
• Transcendence of God related to Him (Greater is God) 
• Our inward perception of God’s Immanence in Him 

o Inner communion with Him (inner sense/ knowing) 
• Our outward perception of God’s Immanence in Him 

o We read His description of Himself in His Word. 
o We learn the history of the Manifestation. 

• Our inward perception of God’s Transcendence of Him 
o Inner communion with Him (inner sense/ knowing) 

• Our outward perception of God’s Transcendence of Him 
o We read His description of Himself in His Word. 
o We comprehend the miraculous nature of events. 

 

Divine Spirit in the Person 
of the Manifestation 

Divine Spirit operating in the world 

Divine Spirit operating in our lives 
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Divine Spirit operating in the world 
• Immanence of God in the world  (attributes in nature) 
• Transcendence of God beyond world (beyond nature’s 

essence) 
• Our inward perception of God’s Immanence in world 

o Insight into the nature of the world of attributes. 
• Our outward perception of God’s Immanence in world 

o Scientific observations of nature’s attributes and 
His workings in history (prophesies fulfilled, 
regenerated creation, new burst of civilization, etc.) 

• Our inward perception of God’s Transcendence of world 
o Sense of awe (hoping to avoid vain imaginations) 

• Our outward perception of His Transcendence of world. 
o We read His description of God in His Word and 

scientific evidence of Cause beyond creation. 

 

 
Divine Spirit operating in our lives 
• Immanence of God in us (image of God in us) 
• Transcendence of God related to us (God Exalted above) 
• Our inward perception of God’s Immanence in us 

o Sense of our own soul (true self) 
• Our outward perception of God’s Immanence in us 

o Observe signs of God working “within ourselves.” 
• Our inward perception of God’s Transcendence of us 

o Communication with the Holy Spirit beyond us. 
o Divine healing, baptism of the Holy Spirit 

• Our outward perception of God’s Transcendence of us 
o Observation of the signs “within the regions” 
o Answers to prayers, divine confirmations, etc. 
o The Spirit bearing witness to Itself (e.g., God 

speaking inwardly & in the voice of others. BWF 267.) 
 
The charts you have just seen are laid out in a manner so as to suggest a multidimensional 
complexity, with overlapping realities and our perceptions of those realities.  I am sure that better 
attempts could be made to create graphic representations of these dimensions, so impossible to 
map.  This is just one more attempt to find a way of differentiating aspects of the intersection of 
the Divine in this world.  It is not meant to define reality.  There is no one-to-one correspondence 
between the diagram and the text next to it.  The text is more important, and the diagrams are 
merely icons representing a multidimensional reality.  That is to say that there is a whole, which 
we feebly perceive different parts of at different times.  
 

END OF ABSTRACT 
<><><><><> 
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Before we begin, first I would like to give everyone a quick test: 
 
What is the “primary purpose” of the Bahá’í  Faith? 

• To spread the message of Bahá’u’lláh 
• To unite humanity 
• To teach each soul to know and to love God (GL 65) 
• To explain and expound upon the previous religions. 

ANS: 
“Its declared, its primary purpose is to enable every adherent of these [earlier World] Faiths to 
obtain a fuller understanding of the religion with which he stands identified, and to acquire a 
clearer apprehension of its purpose.” –Shoghi Effendi2 
 
Let’s try another one: 
 

". . . But for the leading of the peoples into the Promised Land, for the spiritualizing of 
mankind, for the attainment of the Most Great Peace the world awaits the arising of those 
whom the King of kings has summoned to the task—________ <<fill blank.  

 
Possible multiple choice answers:   

• The Bahá’ís 
• the apostles of Bahá’u’lláh. 
• the troops that will enter the Faith  
• the Christians and the Christian Churches. 

 
ANS:  -- “the Christians and the Churches of the West.”3 

Surprised? 
 
Would anyone venture forth to tell me what arrogance is?  In essence it is thinking you are better 
than someone else, right?  Bahá’u’lláh warns us about this many times, in many ways, doesn’t 
He.  Here is one: 
 

“Show forbearance and benevolence and love to one another. Should any one among you 
be incapable of grasping a certain truth, or be striving to comprehend it, show forth, when 
conversing with him, a spirit of extreme kindliness and good-will. Help him to see and 
recognize the truth, without esteeming yourself to be, in the least, superior to him, or to 
be possessed of greater endowments.”  (GL 8) 

 
Arrogance and pride takes many forms.  You have probably heard the story about the little boy 
who went to the synagogue, the church, or the mosque or with his father, arriving there before 
everyone else and staying longer.  As some of the others gathered there were leaving the little 
boy asked his father, “We are better than they are, aren’t we?”  ..to which the father replied, “We 
might have been if you had not asked that question.” 
 
                                                 
2 The World Order of Baha'u'llah, p. 58 
3 (Next to the last paragraph of the Introduction to "God Passes By" -- written by George Townshend, whom Shoghi 
Effendi called the greatest Baha'i scholar of the West. Shoghi Effendi asked him to write the Introduction and 
approved it.  Page x.) 
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Some will say that arrogance is thinking that you know more than someone else.  The question 
then arises, “About what?”  Of course people can be arrogant whenever they think they know 
anything more about anything. It is a function of egotism.  The irony is that none of us know 
enough about anything that we should presume that we could ever know more about everything 
than anyone else.  Someone will always know something more about something than we do, and 
this is never more true than when it comes to the Bahá’í  Faith.  Even when we concentrate all 
our efforts in one special area, as a scholar, there will always be someone who will know 
something about that area that we do not and thus we always have the opportunity to learn—that 
is, if we are open.  “Assuredly one may learn to the end of one's life!” Abdu’l-Bahá said. (PT, 
43) 
 
At the same time:  

"Knowledge is a single point, but the ignorant have multiplied it." 4 
 
Today, rather that lecture to you I would like for us to create a sacred moment together—a single 
point of experience.  To do this I have found it helpful to simply meditate for a few minutes on 
our “predicament in time and space,” as Paul Tillich used to refer to it—a predicament that 
causes us to separate the secular from the holy.  Some cultures have been better at keeping these 
two together, but we in America are particularly good at separating them and keeping them 
dichotomous, albeit there is only one human brain and one human spirit through which all our 
experience is processed. 
 
So, let’s take a few moments to quiet the chatter in our minds that we might reflect on the nature 
of our being.  I will give you one quote to meditate on as we listen to this music about 
Bahá’u’lláh’s great sacrifice.  Here is the quote, and then the music: “Know ye not why We 
created you all from the same dust? That no one should exalt himself over the other. Ponder at all 
times in your hearts how ye were created.”  (HW #68) 
 
[Musical interlude (if time): Open the Gates, by Smith and Dragamon, Disk 1, #4 “Messenger”] 
That musical piece is about humanity’s rejection of Bahá’u’lláh and about His great suffering as 
a result.  We will come back to this theme, since it is our principle inquiry but first let’s place it 
in the context of what the purpose of this conference is, and why we are gathered here today—to 
examine relationships between science and religion. 
 
Shoghi Effendi said that the Bahá’í Faith is “scientific in its method.”5  What does this mean? 
 
Reflecting on science for a moment may help us understand something more of “God’s method” 
and what we mean when we speak of God’s method. 
 
Science and Religion (a personal journey):  When I first thought about this relationship 
between Science and Religion the first thing that occurred to me was a question:  “Is there a 
“science” of religion?”  …or are there “sciences” of religion?  At first, my associations with the 

                                                 
4 Hadith.  This saying is traditionally attributed to the Prophet Muhammad or to one of the holy Imams, especially 
Imam Ali. (SV, 24) 
5 July 1934 - Shoghi Effendi, Summary Statement -The World Religion.  Originally from a letter written by Shoghi 
Effendi to the High Commissioner for Palestine, in June 1933.  Also referred to by The Universal House of Justice, 
1997 Aug 13, Science and Religion, p. 2. 
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scientific method popped into mind, from my high school and college training.  Yes, science 
deals with methods.  There is something called the “scientific method” which refers more or less 
to a general theoretical approach to solving problems.  But is God a problem you can solve?   
Does God work His work with humanity through methods?  What would that mean?  These are 
some of the thoughts that ran through my mind.    

Shoghi Effendi once wrote that the Bahá’í  Faith is scientific in its method.  Does that 
mean that God is methodical, or does that mean one must become methodical in his approach to 
God and religion?  We know there are no prescribed rituals in the Bahá’í Faith, and yet prayer is 
prescribed for us everyday—so there are many questions that arise when we speak of science and 
religion. 

At the base of Bahá’í  belief there is the fundamental premise, Abdu’l-Bahá tells us, that 
religion and science must agree, presumably because truth is one.  From an esoteric perspective, 
one truth cannot invalidate another; it can only complement another truth. Abdu’l-Bahá goes so 
far as to say that religion that is in contradiction to science is superstition. So, for Bahá’í s the 
premise of religion somehow is a scientific premise, but what kind of science?   

There are many branches and many methods—some of which border on metaphysics and 
philosophy, the realm of mystical.  Like religion, science has always dealt with the mysteries of 
life—though more in the material world of names and attributes, rather than in the spiritual 
things of God.  At the heart of the question is the desire Bahá’í s have to help reconcile religion 
and science—faith and reason. (PWP #15)  Of course, people have been working on this long 
before the Bahá’í  Revelation came into the world, and there must be many ways of doing that. 
One way we Bahá’í s approach it is to redefine faith, based on conscious knowledge, rather than 
something totally blind.  These were my first thoughts. 
 
Then I thought, there must surely be a psychology of the religious experience—even some things 
we can predict about religious experience, either from promises in the scriptures, or from close 
observations of behaviors—and I recalled the great work by the famous psychologist, Harvard 
Professor William James, entitled The Varieties of Religious Experience.  From reading that 
book nearly 35 years ago now, just before becoming a Bahá’í, I began to see that there are many 
categories of experience that one might call religious—that is, experiences of the soul in its 
relationship to God. 
 

The God of “Immanence” and “Transcendence” 
 
Then I recalled my own series of experiences, which some would classify as Eastern religious 
mystical experience, and later ones that might be categorized as classically “Western.”  The so-
called “Eastern” religious mystical experience encounters “the God”6 of immanence more often 
associated with Hinduism, Buddhism (or even pantheism)—that God which Bahá’u’lláh calls the 
“"The Self of God standing within Him with laws."7  This is the self Bahá’u’lláh refers to when 
He says, “he hath known God who hath known himself.”8  It is this reality to which Jesus Christ 

                                                 
6 References to “the God” are not a direct reference to GOD, but to peoples’ concepts about God; or better, as 
“attributes or aspects of God” when more accurately discerned.  For further discussion see:  FWU 68.     
7 Baha'u'llah, The Four Valleys, p. 49 
8 From letters written on behalf of Shoghi Effendi:  “. . . self has really two meanings, or is used in two senses, in the 
Bahá'í writings; one is self, the identity of the individual created by God. This is the self mentioned in such passages 
as "he hath known God who hath know himself", etc. The other self is the ego, the dark, animalistic heritage each 
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referred when He said that “the kingdom of God is within you.” (Luke 17:21)  And again, 
Bahá’u’lláh reveals:  
 

“A servant is drawn unto Me in prayer until I answer him; and when I have answered 
him, I become the ear wherewith he heareth...." For thus the Master of the house hath 
appeared within His home, and all the pillars of the dwelling are ashine with His light.” 

 (SV 22) 
 
Besides this concept of God as the “God of immanence” (the indwellingness of God), is the 
concept of “the God of transcendence”—the transcendent God, which is outside yourself.   
 

“The door of the knowledge of the Ancient Being hath ever been, and will continue for 
ever to be, closed in the face of men. No man's understanding shall ever gain access unto 
His holy court.”  (GL 49) 

 
More often this God is thought of in relation to the Western God of Christianity (and also 
Islam)—the God of Heaven, above the earth.  The God of transcendent Spirit—the God of Holy 
Spirit.  Of course these two Gods—the God of immanence and the God of transcendence— are 
really the same God, for “there is no God but God.”9  These distinctions are merely humanity’s 
attempt to grapple with His nature, discovering aspects that are complementary, not 
contradictory.  (This is to be distinguished from what people imagine 10 about God.)  Partly the 
effort has been progressive, in relation to the different historical periods of revelation—what we 
refer to as God progressively revealing His nature and His will for us. 
Similarly, the experience we have of God can be quite different—for all people.  British 
Psychiatrist Ronald Laing once commented that the faith of the ancients—or even medieval 
peoples—was not a matter of believing in God, but of experiencing His presence.  Somehow I 
think we have to get back to that.  
 
So we have turned to the psychology of religion in this discussion—the psychology of the 
religious experience—to help us understand ourselves as we approach God’s method of dealing 
with us.  This is necessary and salutary, because each of us is a “mystery unto himself.” 
 

                                                                                                                                                             
one of us has, the lower nature that can develop into a monster of selfishness, brutality, lust and so on. It is this self 
we must struggle against, or this side of our natures, in order to strengthen and free the spirit within us and help it to 
attain perfection ..”. (December 10, 1947 to an individual believer – UHJ, 1985 Dec 02 on “Psychology and 
Knowledge of Self”) 
9 Qur’an:  Sura 3, 37, 38, 47 and Hadiths 
10 “All the people have formed a god in the world of thought, and that form of their own imagination they worship; 
when the fact is that the imagined form is finite and the human mind is infinite.[1] Surely the infinite is greater than 
the finite, for imagination is accidental (or non-essential) while the mind is essential; surely the essential is greater 
than the accidental. 
[1 Infinite in regard to imagination, for without the mind there would be no imagination. Another translation of this 
paragraph is as follows: "All the people have formed a god in the world of thought and they worship that form of 
their own imagination, while the fact is that the imagined concept is comprehended by the mind which is 
comprehensive. Surely that which comprehends is greater than the comprehended for imagination is accidental (non-
essential), while the mind is essential. Surely the essential is greater than the accidental."  Therefore consider: All 
the sects and peoples worship their own thought; they create a god in their own minds and acknowledge him to be 
the creator of all things, when that form is a superstition -- thus people adore and worship imagination (or illusion). 
(TAB, v3, p. 561) 
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“...For in him [man] are potentially revealed all the attributes and names of God to a 
degree that no other created being hath excelled or surpassed. All these names and 
attributes are applicable to him. Even as He hath said: "Man is My mystery, and I am 
his mystery."  (GL, 177)   [all bold and underline from the writer of this paper.] 

 
Just as man is a mystery to himself… so also is the entire creation a mystery to us.  The two are 
linked:   
 

“Having created the world and all that liveth and moveth therein, He, through the direct 
operation of His unconstrained and sovereign Will, chose to confer upon man the unique 
distinction and capacity to know Him and to love Him -- a capacity that must needs be 
regarded as the generating impulse and the primary purpose underlying the whole of 
creation....”  (GL, 65) 

 
We understand that the encounter with the “Beyond in the midst of our lives” is both 
transcendent and immanent.  Immanent because God dwells within us as well as outside us.  
“The kingdom of heaven is within you,” the Christ exclaimeth.  Bahá’u’lláh explains this 
principle over and over again: 
 

“That the [human] heart is the throne, in which the Revelation of God the All-Merciful is 
centered, is attested by the holy utterances which We have formerly revealed.”11 

 

God of Transcendence 
 

“Consider the hour at which the supreme Manifestation of God revealeth Himself unto 
men.  Ere that hour cometh, the Ancient Being, Who is still unknown of men and hath not 
as yet given utterance to the Word of God, is Himself the All-Knower in a world devoid 
of any man that hath known Him. He is indeed the Creator without a creation.  For at the 
very moment preceding His Revelation, each and every created thing shall be made to 
yield up its soul to God…”  (GL 151)  

 
To understand His “method”—His “unchanging method,” as He refers to it— we have to look 
outside ourselves… to the transcendent nature of God… to the stuff of history.   Largely from an 
historical perspective, the “people of the Book,”12 regard God as the God of Revelation13 –
transcendent.  This brings us to “God’s method”—the topic with which I began this paper.  Is 
there a method whereby He enables us to know Him?  Of course… and as Bahá’ís, Christians, 
Jews and Muslims we know the overarching concept of His method is “Revelation.”  This is the 
general concept of the “method” most of us have, but there is more to be explored in terms of its 
operative principles.  Let’s first discuss the general idea and then proceed to a specific principle 
we wish to examine more carefully  
 

                                                 
11 GL, 185 
12 Jews and Christians (as referred to by Muslims).  See SAQ 125, PUP 454, Qur'án 5:85, SDC 26, Iqan 16, 217, 
250. 
13 Glenn Shook, in “Mysticism, Science and Revelation” refers to God as “the God of Revelation” in distinguishing 
the various belief systems among the world religions, including pantheism, deism, et. al. 
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History is another form of science—that is, examining “evidence” from history is science.  It is 
one of the proofs of the Manifestation we know.  When the Universal House of Justice released 
the publication “Proofs of Bahá’u’lláh,” the “life and person” of Bahá’u’lláh and “His impact on 
civilization” were listed among His proofs: 
 

• His Person 
– Character, personality, knowledge, endured suffering. 

• His Word (nature of Revelation, scope, impact) 
– His own explanations and prophecies come true 

• His Teachings (meets needs of the age) 
– Basis for individual and collective transformation 
– Impact on civilization 

• Interpretation of the Holy Books 
– Is able to interpret and fulfill promises in Holy Books 

 

Subtle and Illusive Principles Lie Hidden 
 
There are, however, three subtle things we do not want to miss, specifically because they are so 
subtle, as we examine Bahá’u’lláh’s life and this revelation: 
 

1. That sacrifice is God’s method “OF OLD”—that is, we must recognize sacrifice as a 
principle.  Indeed, science teaches us principles are indeed difficult to recognize as 
principles until we induce them from lots of repetitive data—that is from repeated 
instances of observing their operation in nature. 

2. That a new capacity was infused throughout the creation by His sacrifice. 
3. That this is a very important in teaching the revelation to Christians and Muslims—that 

this is even more subtle than the first two if we, as Bahá’ís, have no background in 
Christian belief, based on teachings from the Bible.  How would we know to look for a 
principle, for example, unless we had some evidence of it from the past?  This is how the 
scientist looks for a principle to surface in new phenomena. 

 
As a close friend of mine once explained to me, some sacred writings have both literal and 
symbolic meanings -- through "equivocal" language. He states:  

 
By equivocal I mean that it was intended to be interpreted literally to persuade persons of 
that outlook, while also written so as to be interpreted symbolically, to instruct and 
illumine minds of that capacity. That way, out of love for every soul (Iqan 175, 237), 
"whether high or low" they "may obtain, according to his measure and capacity" 
their "share and portion thereof" and "That all sorts of men may know where to 
quench their thirst." 

 
 
`Abdu'l-Bahá says: “the creatures have different degrees in existence insofar as the creation goes, 
for capacities are different…”  (BWF 388)   “…in the world of humanity there must needs be 
degrees.” (FWU 41)  And very precisely… 
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“Equality is a chimera!  It is entirely impracticable! Even if equality could be achieved it 
could not continue  - and if its existence were possible, the whole order of the world 
would be destroyed.  The law of order must always obtain in the world of humanity.  
Heaven has so decreed in the creation of man.  
     Some are full of intelligence, others have an ordinary amount of it, and others again 
are devoid of intellect. In these three classes of men there is order but not equality.  How 
could it be possible that wisdom and stupidity should be equal?  Humanity, like a great 
army, requires a general, captains, under-officers in their degree, and soldiers, each with 
their own appointed duties.  Degrees are absolutely necessary to ensure an orderly 
organization.  An army could not be composed of generals alone, or of captains only, or 
of nothing but soldiers without one in authority.  The certain result of such a plan would 
be that disorder and demoralization would overtake the whole army.”   (PT 152) 

  
Bahá’u’lláh refers to these “degrees” of mental capacity in relation to comprehension of the 
sacred text:  

“that the people differ concerning the inner meanings and mysteries thereof is to be 
attributed to the divergence of their views and minds,”  (TB 145) 
 

…explaining that this is not attributable to anything lacking in the text itself.   
 

Exoteric and Esoteric meanings in the Scriptures 
 
Abdu’l-Bahá has characterized the text itself this way:  

"Then, know thou that the power of the Word of God is effective, both in the spirit and 
the body, and the influence of the Spirit of God is predominant over the material as well 
as the essential and spiritual. And that, verily, God is powerful in all things, and that the 
signs (or verses) have exoteric and esoteric meaning, and neither their outward 
preventeth their inward, nor doth their inward prevent their outward meaning."14 

 
The scholar and the deep seeker, then, have a special obligation to look for the inner meanings.  
This does not mean that every inner meaning will invalidate or in some way contradict the outer 
meaning.  Remember, they can be equivocal, as already mentioned.  
 
Esoteric understandings tend to supersede the meaning of exoteric understandings.  There is a 
danger, however, in thinking that exoteric interpretations are invalid.  They may only be 
incomplete or shortsighted.  To say that Jesus is the son of God expresses a truth, but the saying 
does not explain its meaning.  In other words, one cannot say that Jesus is not the son of God 
simply because it has a hidden meaning, for the scriptures declare His sonship as a truth.   
 
While it is true that the inner meaning (esoteric) may represent a higher truth when the outer 
meaning (exoteric) is so symbolic that a strictly literal interpretation would represent an error, 
not all exoteric interpretations are invalid.  When they are figurative they represent a another 
truth but do not invalidate the higher truth if and when they are understood to be figurative.   
 

                                                 
14Tablets of Abdu'l-Baha v3, p. 608 -- Also, Compilations, Baha'i Scriptures, p. 464) [emphasis added] 
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However, whenever a divine principle—the meaning of which is elucidated in an obvious 
manner elsewhere in the sacred text—is contradicted by someone’s exoteric interpretation, then 
that exoteric interpretation would be logically invalid.  Bahá’u’lláh Himself trains us to look for 
principles—one of which He refers to as “God’s method,” which we will discuss more 
thoroughly in a moment.   
 
Consider in the following example that Bahá’u’lláh testifies to something about Jesus Christ that 
we can easily understand from His other Writings is also applicable to Himself, but we might not 
comprehend this fully unless and until we were able to first observe how the principle operated 
in past history.  That is to say, the operation of the principle in our present time might not be 
visible enough to see it yet.  Here is the quote, which I am sure you are all familiar with: 
 

“Know thou that when the Son of Man yielded up His breath to God, the whole creation 
wept with a great weeping. By sacrificing Himself, however, a fresh capacity was 
infused into all created things. Its evidences, as witnessed in all the peoples of the earth, 
are now manifest before thee. The deepest wisdom which the sages have uttered, the 
profoundest learning which any mind hath unfolded, the arts which the ablest hands have 
produced, the influence exerted by the most potent of rulers, are but manifestations of the 
quickening power released by His transcendent, His all-pervasive, and resplendent 
Spirit…”  (GL 85) 

 
Once we understand this as an illustration of a divine principle, we can see that He (“the Christ”) 
suffered for our sakes once again, in the person of Bahá’u’lláh.   
 

“The Ancient Beauty hath consented to be bound with chains that mankind may be 
released from its bondage, and hath accepted to be made a prisoner within this most 
mighty Stronghold that the whole world may attain unto true liberty.  He hath drained to 
its dregs the cup of sorrow, that all the peoples of the earth may attain unto abiding 
joy, and be filled with gladness.  This is of the mercy of your Lord, the Compassionate, 
the Most Merciful. We have accepted to be abased, O believers in the Unity of God, 
that ye may be exalted, and have suffered manifold afflictions, that ye might prosper 
and flourish.  He Who hath come to build anew the whole world, behold, how they that 
have joined partners with God have forced Him to dwell within the most desolate of 
cities!”  (Writings of Baha'u'llah, GL 99-100) 

 
“…and have endured the galling of chains for Thy sake, to grant that all Thy people 
may be graciously aided to recognize Him Who is the Manifestation of Thine own 
Self, Who, because He summoned mankind unto Thee, hath been exiled and cast into 
prison.”   (PM 136-138) 

 
So, as we recall Bahá’u’lláh’s words about the power released throughout the creation through 
His sacrifice, we could thus wonder if these effects on civilization are taking place, or have 
already taken place in our time, just as they did in dispensation of Jesus, the Christ.  Indeed form 
the above quote he says that He suffered in prison in chains, so “that mankind may be released 
from its bondage.”  What does this mean?   We can also ask, “Is this an operative principle in the 
Revelation of every Manifestation of God?  How shall we confirm this?” 
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“That which thou hast heard concerning Abraham, the Friend of the All-Merciful, is the 
truth, and no doubt is there about it. The Voice of God commanded Him to offer up 
Ishmael as a sacrifice, so that His steadfastness in the Faith of God and His detachment 
from all else but Him may be demonstrated unto men. The purpose of God, moreover, 
was to sacrifice him as a ransom for the sins and iniquities of all the peoples of the 
earth. This same honor, Jesus, the Son of Mary, besought the one true God, exalted be 
His name and glory, to confer upon Him. For the same reason was Husayn offered up as 
a sacrifice by Muhammad, the Apostle of God.”  
(Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 75) 

 
We know that Bahá’u’lláh’ suffered “nearly half a century of living martyrdom,”15  but without 
Bahá’u’lláh pointing out that a “fresh capacity was infused into all created things” in the past (at 
the time of Jesus), we might not understand how this would happen with His own revelation (that 
is, how it is happening now)—even if He were to tell us this ahead of time.  By referring to what 
happened after the ascension of “the Son of Man” (Jesus Christ), He is illustrating a timeless 
principle, not merely telling a story about the past, is He not?  If we are able to discern this, then 
it helps us to understand that this is a repeating principle in every Revelation. 
 
The following statement of Shoghi Effendi, Guardian of the Bahá’í Faith, seems to support my 
premise, from a slightly different angle:   
 

"From the ... the words of Christ, as attested by the Gospel, every unprejudiced observer 
will readily apprehend the magnitude of the Faith which Baha'u'llah has revealed, and 
recognize the staggering weight of the claim He has advanced." -- (Shoghi Effendi, 
WOB, p. 25) 

 
Consider:  Is Shoghi Effendi referring to a number of operative principles that we should be able 
to discern from the Gospel narratives, or is he merely talking about the fulfillment of prophesy?  
I think both.  With respect to prophesy it is not logical to believe that one can understand the 
magnitude of Baha’u’llah’s Revelation and His claim to be the fulfillment of great prophesies ( 
promises for this day) unless and until we understand the prophesies themselves (from “the 
words of Christ, as attested by the Gospel”). 
 
However, even if we do not discern the universal nature of the principle illustrated within 
Bahá’u’lláh’s rarefied perspective of the principle, operative in the Revelation of Jesus, it is 
certainly confirmed to be applicable to Bahá’u’ lláh’ by The Universal House of Justice, Abdu’l-
Bahá, and by Bahá’u’lláh Himself in the following quotes: 
 
The Universal House of Justice writes:  

“Unbeknownst to the great majority, His influence permeates all living beings. Indeed, 
no domain of life remains unaffected. In the burgeoning energy, the magnified 
perspectives, the heightened global consciousness; in the social and political turbulence, 
the fall of kingdoms, the emancipation of nations, the intermixture of cultures, the 
clamour for development; in the agitation over the extremes of wealth and poverty, the 
acute concern over the abuse of the environment, the leap of consciousness regarding the 
rights of women; in the growing tendency towards ecumenism, the increasing call for a 

                                                 
15 William Sears, Release the Sun, p. 164) 
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new world order; in the astounding advances in the realms of science, technology, 
literature and the arts -- in all this tumult, with its paradoxical manifestations of chaos 
and order, integration and disintegration, are the signs of His [Baha’u’llah’s] power as 
World Reformer, the proof of His claim as Divine Physician, the truth of His Word as the 
All-Knowing Counsellor.”  (1992 May 29, Centenary Tribute to Baha'u'llah) 

 
Abdu'l-Baha has said it this way: 

"The Call of God when raised, breathed a new life into the body of mankind, and infused 
a new spirit into the whole creation. It is for this reason that the world hath been moved 
to its depths , and the hearts and consciences of men been quickened. Erelong the 
evidences of this regeneration will be revealed, and the fast asleep will be awakened.”  
(Shoghi Effendi, The World Order of Baha'u'llah, p. 169) 

 
And Bahá’u’lláh Himself has claimed: 

 
“Through the movement of Our Pen of glory We have, at the bidding of the omnipotent 
Ordainer, breathed a new life into every human frame, and instilled into every word a 
fresh potency. All created things proclaim the evidences of this world-wide 
regeneration.”  (Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 92) 

 
Shoghi Effendi wrote: 

Baha'u'llah “. . . prophesied that His sufferings will be followed by the 'outpourings of a 
supreme mercy...' and by an "overflowing prosperity.’...” GPB 173)  
 

 Relating “God’s Method” to the Institute training process 
 
This last quote echoes the title of this paper and takes me to my reason for writing the paper in 
the first place.  In Ruhi Book 2, page 27, and again on page 34 (exercise #4) we find these 
questions:  “How did Bahá’u’lláh’s sufferings make humanity free and happy? What is the 
dynamic between His sufferings and humanity's prosperity?” 
 
Already we have the Universal House of Justice’s explanation (quoted above) of the principle of 
regeneration operating within Bahá’u’lláh’s revelation, and here again are Bahá’u’lláh’s own 
familiar words: 
  

“The Ancient Beauty hath consented to be bound with chains that mankind may be 
released from its bondage, and hath accepted to be made a prisoner within this most 
mighty Stronghold that the whole world may attain unto true liberty.  He hath drained to 
its dregs the cup of sorrow, that all the peoples of the earth may attain unto abiding 
joy, and be filled with gladness.  This is of the mercy of your Lord, the Compassionate, 
the Most Merciful. We have accepted to be abased, O believers in the Unity of God, 
that ye may be exalted, and have suffered manifold afflictions, that ye might prosper 
and flourish.  He Who hath come to build anew the whole world, behold, how they that 
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have joined partners with God have forced Him to dwell within the most desolate of 
cities!”  (GL 99-100)16 

 
And yet again, in a passage perhaps not so familiar: 
 

     “I sorrow not for the burden of My imprisonment. Neither do I grieve over My 
abasement, or the tribulation I suffer at the hands of Mine enemies. By My life! They are 
My glory, a glory wherewith God hath adorned His own Self. Would that ye know it!  
    The shame I was made to bear hath uncovered the glory with which the whole of 
creation had been invested, and through the cruelties I have endured, the Day Star of 
Justice hath manifested itself, and shed its splendor upon men. 
 (Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 99 ) 

 
Even non-Bahá’is have recognized this potency: 
 

“Inasmuch as a fellowship of faiths is at once the dearest hope and ultimate goal of the 
Baha'i movement, it behooves us to take cognizance of it and its mission.... From its 
inception it has been identified with Bahá'u'lláh, who paid the price of prolonged exile, 
imprisonment, bodily suffering, and mental anguish for the faith he cherished—a 
man of imposing personality as revealed in his writings, characterized by intense moral 
earnestness and profound spirituality, gifted with the self same power so conspicuous in 
the character of Jesus, the power to appreciate people ideally, that is, to see them at the 
level of their best and to make even the lowest types think well of themselves because of 
potentialities within them to which he pointed, but of which they were wholly unaware; a 
prophet whose greatest contribution was not any specific doctrine he proclaimed, 
but an informing spiritual power breathed into the world through the example of 
his life and thereby quickening souls into new spiritual activity.”  (Martin, A., 1926, 
Comparative Religion and the religion of the future. Quoted by S.E. in Appreciations.) 

 
“The world's equilibrium hath been upset through the vibrating influence of 

this most great, this new World Order.  Mankind's ordered life hath been 
revolutionized through the agency of this unique, this wondrous System –the like of 
which mortal eyes have never witnessed.”  

"A new life is, in this age, stirring within all the peoples of the earth; and yet 
none hath discovered its cause or perceived its motive.” (GL 136  & 197) 

“I confess that Thou hast no desire except the regeneration of the whole world, 
and the establishment of the unity of its peoples…” (GL 243) 

                                                 
16 “Baha'u'llah endured ordeals and hardships sixty years.  There was no persecution, vicissitude or suffering He did 
not experience at the hand of His enemies and oppressors.  All the days of His life were passed in difficulty and 
tribulation - at one time in prison, another in exile, sometimes in chains.  He willingly endured these difficulties for 
the unity of mankind, praying that the world of humanity might realize the radiance of God, the oneness of 
humankind become a reality, strife and warfare cease and peace and tranquility be realized by all.  In prison He 
hoisted the banner of human solidarity, proclaiming universal peace, writing to the kings and rulers of nations, 
summoning them to international unity and counseling arbitration.  His life was a vortex of persecution and 
difficulty; yet catastrophes, extreme ordeals and vicissitudes did not hinder the accomplishment of His work and 
mission.  Nay, on the contrary, His power became greater and greater, His efficiency and influence spread and 
increased until His glorious light shone throughout the Orient, love and unity were established, and the differing 
religions found a center of contact and reconciliation.”  (PUP 145-146) 
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The “regeneration” and the “new capacity infused” into the world are also described as follows, 
in very mystical terms.  Bahá’u’lláh echoes the words from the Bible, wherein it is stated that the 
world is “remade”17 whenever “the Christ” is on earth: 
 

“I testify that no sooner had the First Word proceeded, through the potency of Thy will 
and purpose, out of His mouth, and the First Call gone forth from His lips than the whole 
creation was revolutionized, and all that are in the heavens and all that are on earth were 
stirred to the depths. Through that Word the realities of all created things were 
shaken, were divided, separated, scattered, combined and reunited, disclosing, in 
both the contingent world and the heavenly kingdom, entities of a new creation, and 
revealing, in the unseen realms, the signs and tokens of Thy unity and oneness.” 
(Prayers and Meditations of Baha'u'llah, 295 ) 

 
“Every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God is endowed with such potency as 
can instill new life into every human frame... All the wondrous works ye behold in this 
world have been manifested through the operation of His supreme and most exalted Will, 
His wondrous and inflexible Purpose.... No sooner is this resplendent word uttered, 
than its animating energies, stirring within all created things, give birth to the 
means and instruments whereby such arts can be produced and perfected.... In the 
days to come, ye will, verily, behold things of which ye have never heard before.... Every 
single letter proceeding out of the mouth of God is indeed a mother letter, and every word 
uttered by Him Who is the Well Spring of Divine Revelation is a mother word....”  
(Statement on Baha'u'llah, 1992 May 29, p. 14   And from Gleanings… 141-142) 

 
And again elsewhere, Bahá’u’lláh has written: 

 
“Verily, We have caused every soul to expire  by virtue of Our irresistible and all-
subduing sovereignty. We have, then, called into being a new creation, as a token of 
Our grace unto men. I am, verily, the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days.”18 

 
Despite all these wondrous references to this principle operative within Bahá’u’lláh’s own 
revelation, and the few allusions we have to Christianity, we still have not heard how He 
describes the principle when He begins to speak of it as a universal principle.  This principle is 
implicit, not explicit—as a principle.  But we can now analyze it from the meta perspective—
which Bahá’u’lláh’Himself gives us.  Before we examine the next set of quotes together, 
however, I want to give you another test.  This is not really a test… so you can quell your 
anxiety.  This is a test you can give yourself.  This is for internal monitoring of your own 
emotions.  If you will simply close your eyes for a moment I want you to notice what kinds of 
emotions come up in you when you hear a series of terms.   
 

                                                 
17 “He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.” (Holy Bible, John 1:10 ) 
18 Adib Taherzadeh, The Revelation of Baha'u'llah, v 2, p. 252 
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Here are the terms:  
Sin  
Salvation  
Redemption  
Ransom  
Atonement  
Rebirth (“born again”) 
Resurrection 

 

Universal Terminology – 
especially linking Judaism, Christianity, Islam and the 

Bahá’í Faith. 
 
How do you feel, as a Bahá'í, when you hear these words?  Do you own them as God's 
Revelation language for this Day, or do you think of them as only relevant to a past 
dispensation?  Consider the following chart, just for point of comparing the number of times 
these (and a couple of other) terms are used in the Bible and the Bahá’í writings.   
 
After comparing, then we must ask ourselves, “Whose terms are these?  (See comparison chart 
below.)  
 

Comparison Chart: 
Number of times these terms are mentioned in the Bible and the Bahá’í Writings 

 
 Old 

Testament 
New 

Testament 
Bahá’í Writings 

 
TERM 

  Báb Bahá  AB SE UHJ Com
ment-
aries 

Totals 

Sin 291 41 0 18 71 11+5 8+1  289 
Sacrifice 284 22 4 76 371 1187 200+  2713 
Salvation 122 33 6 19 84 68 31  390 
Redemption 11 11 0 1 7 29 5  98 
Ransom 14 3 1 8 13 47 4  160 
Atonement 67 1 0 0 3 2   12 
Rebirth— 
“born again” 

0 0 + 3  3+3 8+11 5+0 2+ 0 11+ 8 37 + 28 = 
65 

Resurrection 0 132 67 72 33 42 24  397 
Rapture 0 0       102 
Revival 0 0       82 
 
(OCEAN search engine finds citations among 524 documents, or reference books.  Citations here 
are divided between primary sources of the Central Figures, Shoghi Effendi, The Universal 
House of Justice and secondary commentary sources.  The Apocrypha and Bible commentaries 
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are omitted from the Biblical sources.  Some counts are duplicates of the same passage, printed 
in a different publication, which obviously skews these results.  This is more true for Abdu’l-
Bahá’s statements, and much less true for Shoghi Effendi’s.  More accurate counts could be 
made by eliminating the duplicates.  Bear in mind Shoghi Effendi’s translation of the 
Dawnbreakers is included—which shows the word “salvation” appearing 15 times, for example. 
We suggest that it shows his preference for the term in translation, however, and is therefore in 
some way similar to his independent use of the term.  Any statements of the Báb are counted in 
the Dawnbreakers—not attributed to Him in this count.) 
 
Despite the limited use of some of these terms in the Bible they have become central parts of 
Christian theology and doctrine.19  It is interesting to note that the word SIN does not appear at 
all in the Gospels of Mark or Luke, and only twice in the Gospel of Matthew.  The highest use is 
by the Apostle John, who uses it 12 times in his Gospel and 11 times in his first letter.  
Interestingly Paul uses it only seven times in all of his letters combined, which is approximately 
the same as than the number of times it is used by Shoghi Effendi, the Guardian of the Bahá’í 
Faith, in his letters.  Of course, proportionately Shoghi Effendi uses it less, but the point is that 
the subject is dealt with and discussed more thoroughly in our authoritative Writings. 
 
As Bahá’ís we need to stop thinking of these as archaic terms, not applicable to us—if that is 
what we are doing in some of our attitudes towards Christian doctrine.  We need to own these 
terms for ourselves, for indeed they are replete within our own sacred Writings.  But, what do all 
these terms mean?  Let’s define the primary ones under consideration in this paper: 

Atonement: reparation for an offense or injury; making up for something in the past.  The 
reconciliation of God and man through the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ, according to 
Christian theology.  

Redemption: To buy back or “redeem” (trade, transfer, exchange) one thing for another, or 
retrieve something that was lost – as in something already spent.  You redeem coupons to 
get a discount, but you have to invest some of your own money to make them worth 
something.  So some types of redemption require two parties making an investment. 

Sacrifice: To give up one thing in exchange for another.  In religion: “To make sacred” 
through this process. 

Salvation: Deliverance from ignorance, sin, destruction (death).  Being “saved” from this 
ignorance and destruction. 

Oblation: Making an offering:  Christ and Baha'u'llah both "offered" Themselves as a 
Ransom (exchange) for our redemption or salvation.  In religious terminology the 

                                                 
19 The same can be said of the Bahá’í teachings if we consider Bahá’u’lláh’s teachings only.  For example, 
“redemption” is mentioned only once by Bahá’u’lláh in the translated texts we have in Ocean. However, the 
statement is so strong that we can see why Abdu’l-Bahá and Shoghi Effendi made it such a central doctrine: “Fix 
your gaze upon Him Who is the Temple of God amongst men. He, in truth, hath offered up His life as a ransom for 
the redemption of the world.”  (Gleanings 315) 
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Catholics use the term Oblation to signify the human act of offering the bread and wine 
of the Eucharist. 

Redemption, once again, means to buy something back that you once lost.  Ransom refers to 
the price that is paid in exchange for the thing that is redeemed or bought back.   The term 
Ransom helps to explain the degree or severity of the sacrifice, or suffering, of the 
Manifestation—which in turn tells us the importance of the thing it is exchanged for.  All of 
these words imply that man needs something he is not able to give himself.  It is necessary that 
God does these for us in the context of Baha’u’llah’s suffering.  
 
“Sacrifice” and “Ransom” refer to the necessary mechanism through which God does this for 
us.  It is a joint action of both God and His Messenger.  God sacrifices His Messenger, while the 
Messenger’s entire life becomes a constant sacrifice that He Himself chooses to make.  These 
two terms as we shall see become especially important  
  
SIN:  
Paul Tillich was Professor of Philosophical Theology at Union Theological Seminary, and also 
Harvard Professor.  He defines sin as “a broken relationship with God; not disobedience to the 
law; [but] man's turning away from that to which he belongs, resulting in his estrangement from 
God; a cleavage or split between Creator and creature; a separation of the holy and secular. Sin is 
a universal fact (destiny) which becomes an individual act (freedom) including responsibility and 
personal guilt. Sin is expressed as unbelief, hubris, concupiscence.” –  
 
Hubris basically means pride, as you know, but concupiscence is a little more complicated:  It is 
one of the expressions of estrangement from God. Tillich defined it this way:  “It is the unlimited 
desire to draw the whole of one's world into oneself. It is the desire to elevate one's finitude to 
infinity. Man has these desires because he is separated from the whole. The temptation to 
concupiscence is the imagined possibility of reaching unlimited abundance. The result is 
emptiness and despair, for the unlimited desire can never be satisfied.  
 
The desire for knowledge, sex, wealth, and power are symptoms of concupiscence when they 
have an unlimited character. Concupiscence wants its own pleasure through another being but 
does not want the other being (the denial of love).”  http://theologytoday.ptsem.edu/apr1960/v17-
1-article6.htm   
 
In this, man can also lose his interest in transcending the physical environment. His life ends, he 
thinks, when his body goes back to dust.  The matter of sin brings us to the question of 
existential fear—the fear of death and annihilation, the fear of morality, the ignorance of 
immortality—our subconscious unwillingness to confront this fear and to question the ultimate 
questions.  The best way to deal with existential fear is to suppress it, and pretend it does not 
exist.  We spend our lives in wasted pursuit of material happiness, unwilling even to discuss the 
things of God—many living in some kind of subconscious terror.  It is the fuel of PTSD and 
many other psychopatho logies. 
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How the Terms are used in the Bahá’í Writings 
 
Shoghi Effendi asked the Bahá'ís to teach the sufferings of Bahá'u'lláh to Christians because they 
fell in love with Christ for His sacrifice.   
 
“This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.  Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  (Jesus, in the Gospel of St. John 
15:12) 
 
Does this principle, then, also help humanity to understand the station and rank of Bahá’u’lláh? 
 
Abdu'l-Baha refers to the constant sacrifice and oblation of Christ as follows: 

“. . . which came to an end with the ascension of Christ, when by His martyrdom the 
sacrifice and oblation ceased.” (SAQ, 41) 

 
Remember that sacrifice is giving something up in exchange for another thing of higher or 
greater value.  Because some characterize this as giving up something that is not worth as much 
as the thing it is exchanged for they say that “there is no sacrifice.”  This is an error in logical 
types.  What they mean is that you shouldn’t feel bad about it.  Of course when you give up 
something precious for something even more precious or more compelling it can be painful.  
Remember “Sophie’s Choice.”  Abortion is sometimes done to save the life of the mother, but 
you kill the child.  So, even with these very human choices it can be quite traumatizing.  The 
sacrifice Abdu’l-Bahá is speaking of is the Manifestation offering (oblation) His life as a 
sacrifice for us.  This is the Central message of Christianity.  Let’s continue to see how all these 
terms apply within the Bahá’í teachings for our time. 
 
The terms redemption and salvation are often used interchangeably.  The Writings are 
elucidating a spiritual paradigm here – that is to say, the way these principles of atonement, 
ransom, sacrifice, salvation and redemption work: 
 
“Such hath been God's method continued from everlasting to everlasting…”  (Gleanings from 
the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 68) 
 
To say that it is a method is to abstract a principle from the particular instances or examples 
where and when it occurs. 
 

“O Jews!  If ye be intent on crucifying once again Jesus, the Spirit of God, put Me to 
death, for He hath once more , in My person, been made manifest unto you.  Deal with 
Me as ye wish, for I have vowed to lay down My life in the path of God.  I will fear no 
one, though the powers of earth and heaven be leagued against Me.  Followers of the 
Gospel! If ye cherish the desire to slay Muhammad, the Apostle of God, seize Me and put 
an end to My life, for I am He, and My Self is His Self.  Do unto Me as ye like, for the 
deepest longing of Mine heart is to attain the presence of My Best-Beloved in His 
Kingdom of Glory.  Such is the Divine decree, if ye know it.  Followers of Muhammad!  
If it be your wish to riddle with your shafts the breast of Him Who hath caused His Book 
the Bayan to be sent down unto you, lay hands on Me and persecute Me, for I am His 
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Well-Beloved, the revelation of His own Self, though My name be not His name.  I have 
come in the shadows of the clouds of glory, and am invested by God with invincible 
sovereignty.  He, verily, is the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.  I, verily, anticipate 
from you the treatment ye have accorded unto Him that came before Me.  To this all 
things, verily, witness, if ye be of those who hearken.” (GL 101) 
 
“Give heed to My warning, ye people of Persia! If I be slain at your hands , God will 
assuredly raise up one who will fill the seat made vacant through My death, for such is 
God's method carried into effect of old, and no change can ye find in God's method of 
dealing.”  (Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 224) 
 
"He, in truth, liveth in the most desolate of abodes for your sakes..." (Tablets of 
Baha'u'llah, page 12, in the tablet referred to as the Tablet to the Christians.) 
 
“It is Our wish and desire that every one of you may become a source of all goodness 
unto men, and an example of uprightness to mankind. Beware lest ye prefer yourselves 
above your neighbors. Fix your gaze upon Him Who is the Temple of God amongst men. 
He, in truth, hath offered up His life as a ransom for the redemption of the world. 
He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the Gracious, the Most High. If any differences arise 
amongst you, behold Me standing before your face, and overlook the faults of one 
another for My name's sake and as a token of your love for My manifest and resplendent 
Cause. We love to see you at all times consorting in amity and concord within the 
paradise of My good-pleasure, and to inhale from your acts the fragrance of friendliness 
and unity, of loving-kindness and fellowship. Thus counselleth you the All-Knowing, the 
Faithful. We shall always be with you; if We inhale the perfume of your fellowship, Our 
heart will assuredly rejoice, for naught else can satisfy Us. To this beareth witness every 
man of true understanding.”  (GL 315) 

 
There is a Transcendent Power in the World…  

not just His teachings: 

Whenever He comes, His influence permeates all created things: 
 

It is not just His teachings that change the world, which is usually the exoteric view.  It is the 
Holy Spirit, operating in the world, bearing witness to Itself in the minds and hearts.  Speaking to 
the Exoteric level of understanding Abdu’l-Bahá says :  
 

“…It is clear that human power is not able to fill such a great office, and that reason 
alone could not undertake the responsibility of so great a mission.  How can one solitary 
person without help and without support lay the foundations of such a noble 
construction?  He must depend on the help of the spiritual and divine power to be able to 
undertake this mission.  One Holy Soul gives life to the world of humanity, changes the 
aspect of the terrestrial globe, causes intelligence to progress, vivifies souls, lays the basis 
of a new life, establishes new foundations, organizes the world, brings nations and 
religions under the shadow of one standard, delivers man from the world of imperfections 
and vices, and inspires him with the desire and need of natural and acquired perfections.  
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Certainly nothing short of a divine power could accomplish so great a work. We ought to 
consider this with justice, for this is the office of justice.  
     A Cause which all the governments and peoples of the world, with all their powers 
and armies, cannot promulgate and spread, one Holy Soul can promote without help or 
support!  Can this be done by human power?  No, in the name of God!  For example, 
Christ, alone and solitary, upraised the standard of peace and righteousness, a work which 
all the victorious governments with all their hosts are unable to accomplish.  Consider 
what was the fate of so many and diverse empires and peoples:  the Roman Empire, 
France, Germany, Russia, England, etc.; all were gathered together under the same tent - 
that is to say, the appearance of Christ brought about a union among these diverse 
nations, some of whom, under the influence of Christianity, became so united that they 
sacrificed their lives and property for one another.  After the time of Constantine, who 
was the protagonist of Christianity, divisions broke out among them.  The point is this, 
that Christ united these nations but after a while governments became the cause of 
discord.  What I mean is that Christ sustained a Cause that all the kings of the earth could 
not establish!  He united the various religions and modified ancient customs.  Consider 
what great differences existed between Romans, Greeks, Syrians, Egyptians, Phoenicians, 
Israelites and other peoples of Europe.  Christ removed these differences and became the 
cause of love between these communities.  Although after some time governments 
destroyed this union, the work of Christ was accomplished….  It has now been proved by 
rational arguments that the world of existence is in the utmost need of an educator, and 
that its education must be achieved by divine power. There is no doubt that this holy 
power is revelation, and that the world must be educated through this power which is 
above human power. (SAQ 9-11) 

 
Beyond this rational proof to those who only understand outward evidence, is the metaphysical 
reality that the Holy Spirit is like a mighty wind, “invading the remotest and fairest regions of the 
earth” as Shoghi Effendi once expressed it.  (PDC 3)  This is given for those who can attain to 
the esoteric understanding: 
 

“…That God-born Force, irresistible in its sweeping power, incalculable in its potency, 
unpredictable in its course, mysterious in its workings, and awe- inspiring in its 
manifestations—a Force which, as the Bab has written, ‘vibrates within the innermost 
being of all created things,’ and which, according to Baha'u'llah, has through its 
‘vibrating influence,’ ‘upset the equilibrium of the world and revolutionized its ordered 
life’ - such a Force, acting even as a two-edged sword, is, under our very eyes, sundering, 
on the one hand, the age-old ties which for centuries have held together the fabric of 
civilized society, and is unloosing, on the other, the bonds that still fetter the infant and as 
yet unemancipated Faith of Baha'u'llah.”  (ADJ 46-47) 

 
"You inquired regarding the meaning of the sentence, 'The Mysterious Power that creates new 
spiritual worlds.' This, Shoghi Effendi believes, refers to the transcendental Essence of God who 
is the Creator of this world and the worlds to come; for as Bahá'u'lláh says, God's worlds are 
infinite."  (Shoghi Effendi, Extracts from the USBN) 
 
“By sacrificing Himself . . .  a fresh capacity was infused into all created things. Its 
evidences, as witnessed in all the peoples of the earth, are now manifest before thee.”  
(Baha'u'llah referring to Jesus.  Taken from Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 85) 
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God’s Method of sacrifice for redemption and salvation 
 
“Know ye that trials and tribulations have, from time immemorial, been the lot of the chosen 
Ones of God and His beloved, and such of His servants as are detached from all else but Him…  
Such is God's method carried into effect of old, and such will it remain in the future.”  
(Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 129) 
 
“It is Our wish and desire that every one of you may become a source of all goodness unto men, 
and an example of uprightness to mankind. Beware lest ye prefer yourselves above your 
neighbors.  Fix your gaze upon Him Who is the Temple of God amongst men He, in truth, hath 
offered up His life as a ransom for the redemption of the world.” 
(Baha'i World Faith, p. 137) – This is obviously a reference to Baha’u’llah. 
 
"In this Charter of the future world civilization its Author -- at once the Judge, the Lawgiver, the 
Unifier and Redeemer of mankind..."  
(A description of Baha'u'llah by Shoghi Effendi, in The Kitab- i-Aqdas, p. 13) 
 
These two terms “salvation” and “redemption” seem to be used interchangeably in both the Bible 
and the Bahá’í Writings.  Indeed, on occasion the same word is given both translations in the 
Baha’i Writings.  
 
“O Thou Who art the Lord of Lords! I testify that Thou art the Lord of all creation, and the 
Educator of all beings, visible and invisible. I bear witness that Thy power hath encompassed the 
entire universe, and that the hosts of the earth can never dismay Thee, nor can the dominion of 
all peoples and nations deter Thee from executing Thy purpose. I confess that Thou hast no 
desire except the regeneration of the whole world, and the establishment of the unity of its 
peoples, and the salvation of all them that dwell therein.” 
(Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 243) 
 

Sacrifice, Oblation, Ransom: 
 
Abdu'l-Baha refers to the oblation, as an offering for salvation:  
“. . . which came to an end with the ascension of Christ, when by His martyrdom the sacrifice 
and oblation ceased.” (SAQ, p. 41) 
 
And again:  
“This is the true sacrifice: the offering of oneself, even as did Christ, as a ransom for the life 
of the world.”  (Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 64) 
 
“This is my commandment, that ye love one another, as I have loved you.  Greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  (Jesus, in the Gospel of St. John 
15:12) 
 



“God’s Method of Old”      ABS Conference Presentation by Greg Kagira-Watson          Page  26 

In the dictionary the meaning of oblation, simply, is “an offering or charitable deed” (from 
kindness, for the love of mankind) – more specifically, made to a deity as an act of worship.  It 
also has taken on the meaning of purification, as an act that purifies, especially with respect to 
sacrifice of the "Manifestation of God." 
  
With respect to Christ, Baha’u’llah states that this is so: "He it is Who purified the world. . .”  
(Gleanings from the Writings of Baha'u'llah, p. 85) 
 
Indeed, Baha’u’llah makes the same offering by laying down His own life, and the Guardian tells 
us by also offering His own son, Mirza Midi: “I have, O my Lord, offered up that which Thou 
hast given Me, that Thy servants may be quickened, and all that dwell on earth be united."  
(Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 188)  Mirza Midi asked to die to become this offering, this 
rather than be healed of his mortal injuries by Baha'u'llah.  He begged his Father to accept his life 
as a ransom for the Bahá'ís who were not allowed to come into the Most Great Prison to meet 
their Lord.  His wish was granted by a Father heavily weighed down by the sorrows of this 
world.  (H.M. Balyuzi, Abdu'l-Baha - The Centre of the Covenant, p. 28) 

New, old, and mysterious meanings of  

“Oblation” and “Ransom”: 
 
Christians symbolically offer the bread and the wine of the Eucharist as a reminder of Christ 
offering His body and blood on the cross.  This symbolic offering is also called an oblation.  In 
this ritual, the oblation has come to mean a human action (rather than an action by God or His 
Manifestation), symbolically recapitulating the original action of Jesus Christ offering his own 
life (as an oblation or ransom) for the sake of humanity, which is also interpreted as God offering 
Jesus, “His Son,” as a sacrifice for our sakes.  The true recapitulation, however, is not symbolic.  
It's real.  This happens when we (His followers) become "ransomed ones" also: 
 
"Likewise, when the souls are released from the fetters of the world, the imperfections of 
mankind and the animalistic darkness, and have stepped into the Realm of Abstraction, have 
partaken a share from the outpouring of the Placeless and have acquired lordly perfections, they 
are the ‘ransomed ones’ of the Sun of Truth, who are hastening to the altar of heart and soul.”  
(Tablets of Abdu'l-Baha v2, p. 353)   
 
This is the sacrifice of "self," the giving up of self to the higher things of God:  
"...Were ye to taste of the sweetness of the sayings of the All-Merciful, ye would unhesitatingly 
forsake your selves, and would lay down your lives for the Well-Beloved.” (Gleanings, p. 85) 
 
"For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the 
same shall save it."  (Holy Bible, Luke 9:24 & 17:33, Mark 8:35, Matthew 16:25) 
 
"I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily."  (Holy Bible, 1 
Corinthians 15:31) 
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"But as many as received him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on His name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of God.  (Holy Bible, John 1:12) 
 
"Look at me and be as I am; ye must die to yourselves and to the world, so ye shall be born 
again and enter the kingdom of heaven.  Behold the candle, how it gives light. It weeps its life 
away drop by drop in order to give forth its flame of light."  (Compilations, Baha'i Scriptures, p. 
503) 
 
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.  Beloved, now are 
we the sons of God... we shall be like him...."  (Holy Bible, 1 John 3:1-2) 
 
"For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God."  (Holy Bible, Romans 
8:14) 
 

Salvation also pertains to peace and order in the world (not just 
personal salvation, enabling one to triumph over death) – 

It is a kind of collective salvation:   

Baha'u'llah is the "World's Redeemer." 
 

"In this Charter of the future world civilization its Author -- at once the Judge, the Lawgiver, the 
Unifier and Redeemer of mankind..." (A description of Baha'u'llah by Shoghi Effendi, in The 
Kitab-i-Aqdas, p. 13) 
  
"In all the revealed world religions the coming of the Kingdom is identified with the appearance 
of the Supreme world Redeemer, the Lord of Hosts, the returned Christ, the Qá'im, the new 
Buddha. 'One fold and one shepherd' is to replace the many conflicting and separated groups of 
men." -- George Townshend (Anglican Archdeacon of Clonfert), "Christ and Baha'u'llah," p. 9. 
  
“It is certain that the greatest of instrumentalities for achieving the advancement and the glory of 
man, the supreme agency for the enlightenment and the redemption of the world, is love and 
fellowship and unity among all the members of the human race.” 
 (The Secret of Divine Civilization, p. 73) 
 
“It is Our wish and desire that every one of you may become a source of all goodness unto men, 
and an example of uprightness to mankind. Beware lest ye prefer yourselves above your 
neighbors.  Fix your gaze upon Him Who is the Temple of God amongst men He, in truth, hath 
offered up His life as a ransom for the redemption of the world.” 
(Baha'i World Faith, p. 137) – This "Temple" is a reference to Baha’u’llah. 
 
"The gross materialism that engulfs the entire nation at the present hour; the attachment to 
worldly things that enshrouds the souls of men; the fear and anxieties that distract their minds; 
the pleasure and dissipations that fill their time, the prejudices and animosities that darken their 
outlook, the apathy and lethargy that paralyze their spiritual faculties -- these are among the 
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formidable obstacles that stand in the path of ... service ... for the redemption of his own 
countrymen."  (Shoghi Effendi: Citadel of Faith, p. 149 -- Lights of Guidance, p. 137) 
 
“. . . beloved Cause to worthily play its part in the redemption of mankind.”  
(Letter from the Universal House of Justice, dated Ridvan, 1987, to the Bahá'ís of the World -- 
Developing Distinctive Baha'i Communities) 
 
“. . . Not ours to speculate, or dwell upon the immediate workings of an inscrutable Providence 
presiding alike over the falling fortunes of a dying Order and the rising glory of a Plan holding 
within it the seeds of the world's spiritual revival and ultimate redemption.”  (Shoghi Effendi, 
Citadel of Faith, p. 62) 
 
“. . . A process, God- impelled, endowed with measureless potentialities, mysterious in its 
workings, awful in the retribution meted out to every one seeking to resist its operation, infinitely 
rich in its promise for the regeneration and redemption of human kind, had been set in motion 
in Shiraz, had gained momentum successively in Tihran, Baghdad, Adrianople and 'Akká, had 
projected itself across the seas, poured its generative influences into the West, and manifested the 
initial evidences of its marvelous, world-energizing force in the midst of the North American 
continent.”   
(Shoghi Effendi, God Passes By, p. 402) 
 
“Now is the time, as all human endeavours to repair the old order only result in deeper and 
deeper confusion, to proclaim constantly and openly the claims of the Faith and the redemptive 
power of Bahá'u'lláh.”  (The Universal House of Justice, Messages 1963 to 1986, p. 446) 

ADDENDUM: 

Further notes on the Exoteric and Esoteric Meaning 
(taken from a personal correspondence I have written) 

As a close friend of mine once explained, some sacred writings have both literal and symbolic 
meanings -- through "equivocal" language. He states: By equivocal I mean that it was intended 
to be interpreted literally to persuade persons of that outlook, while also written so as to be 
interpreted symbolically, to instruct and illumine minds of that capacity. That way, out of love 
for every soul (Iqan 175, 237), "whether high or low" they "may obtain, according to his 
measure and capacity" their "share and portion thereof" and "That all sorts of men may 
know where to quench their thirst."  

"Then, know thou that the power of the Word of God is effective, both in the spirit and 
the body, and the influence of the Spirit of God is predominant over the material as well 
as the essential and spiritual. And that, verily, God is powerful in all things, and that the 
signs (or verses) have exoteric and esoteric meaning, and neither their outward 
preventeth their inward, nor doth their inward prevent their outward meaning."  (Tablets 
of Abdu'l-Baha v3, p. 608 -- Also, Compilations, Baha'i Scriptures, p. 464) [emphasis 
added] 
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"...Christ, Who is the Word of God, sacrificed Himself. This has two meanings, an 
apparent and an esoteric meaning."  [SAQ 120]   

At the same time it also seems true that some texts are meant to be understood more  (or only) 
through symbolism or higher spiritual discernment -- and not their literal meaning, the latter not 
making any sense at all.  Some things can only be "spiritually discerned" with the aid of the Holy 
Spirit. 

“Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, 
but my Father which is in heaven.” (Holy Bible, Matthew 16:17) 

 “…the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”  (Holy 
Bible, 1 Corinthians 2:14) 

The greater truths are often hidden behind of the veil of metaphors, parables and epiphany 
stories, etc. Perhaps believers are not even "true" believers if they don't gain the higher spiritual 
insight in this case, but of course we humans are in no position to judge. (God help us all!) For 
this perspective I am relying on the verse of Christ: "And he said, Unto you it is given to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, 
and hearing they might not understand." (Bible, Luke 8:10) This type of teaching separated 
believers from unbelievers.  Different levels of interpretation -- and insistence that one is better 
than another -- is what has led to the 23,000 sects of Christianity (World Christian Encyclopedia, 
D. Barrrett).  It is indeed ironic, and I cannot fully understand why God should have chosen to 
create scriptures in this genre, that the "believers" themselves (both Muslims and Christians) 
have often understood various verses in a literal and superficial manner.  Perhaps it is to truly 
separate believers from unbelievers. 

However, it does seem obvious that the symbolism within the language often hides the higher 
truth that simply cannot be expressed directly. Abdu'l-Baha has explained this fully in Some 
Answered Questions (p.92) see http://reference.bahai.org/en/t/ab/SAQ/saq-16.html or 
http://www.ibiblio.org/Bahai/Texts/English/SAQ/SAQ-16.html   [All this is taken from:  
http://watsongregory.homestead.com/files/Crucifixion_Trinity.html ] 

Martin Luther, in a sermon, says this: 
But what does it mean when Jesus says: "Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of 
the kingdom of God," etc.? What are the mysteries? 
 …  A "mystery" is a hidden secret, that is not known:  And it is called a mystery 
because it is spiritual and secret,. . . . where the spirit does not reveal it. For although 
there are many who see and hear it, yet they do not understand it. . . . just as there are 
many who hear how Christ offered himself for us; but all that is only upon their tongue 
and not in their heart; for they themselves do not believe it, they do not experience it. 
(Sermons of Martin Luther, The Parable of the Sower) 
  
“And he said unto them, ‘Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the kingdom of 
God: but unto them that are without,  
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all these things are done in parables: That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and 
hearing they may hear, and not understand; lest at any time they should be converted, 
and their sins should be forgiven them.’”(Holy Bible, Mark 4:11)  

  
Similarly Mirza Abu’l Fadl states: 

“By figurative interpretation is meant only the original meanings intended, which 
God veiled in the inner depths of the verses and hid behind a curtain of metaphors.  
Such interpretation is not something for mere mortals, nor should every ignorant one 
plunge haphazardly into it, nor every obscure scholar interpret verses according to his 
opinion.  Some of the ignorant have done this in their pride, and have gone astray and 
led many others astray with their interpretations .  They have thus kept people from 
the well-spring of life, the path of salvation.  Rather, this is a matter for the 
Manifestations of God [“the Christ”], the Vindicators of His promise.  Therefore one 
cannot depend on the outward meaning.” (Mirza Abu’l Fadl “Miracles and Metaphors”, 
p. 11)  

Some believe that to say something is “symbolic” means that it is not true.  This is a gross error.  
Symbolism simply means that metaphorical terminology is used to try and explain something 
intangible – beyond words – yet in an effort to convey truth and real meaning.  With respect to 
scripture, it is the Holy Spirit that moves the heart to understanding.   
  
On the other hand, in this NEW dispensation Baha'u'llah explains that the teachings are not 
meant to be esoteric for this day, which is one reason we have the Center of the Covenant 
(Abdu'l-Baha, the son of Baha'u'llah) -- as the Interpreter (not only of Baha'i Writings but also 
the scriptures of the past).  Is this not in fulfillment of the verse:  
 

“The time cometh, when I shall no more speak to you in figures, but I shall show you 
plainly of the Father.” (John 16:25)   
 

Sometimes Baha'u'llah is very emphatic about it:   
"Whosoever interpreteth this verse otherwise than its obvious meaning is deprived of the 
Spirit of God and of His mercy which encompasseth all created things."  [Gleanings 
345]    

 
Bahá'u'lláh cautions against ascribing to "this verse" anything other than its "obvious meaning", 
and in one of His Tablets, He specifies that "each year" of this thousand year period consists of 
"twelve months according to the Qur'án, and of nineteen months of nineteen days each, 
according to the Bayan".  [Aqdas195]    
 
 At other times he says:  

"'None knoweth the meaning thereof except God and them that are well-grounded in 
knowledge.' And yet, they have sought the interpretation of the Book from those that are 
wrapt in veils, and have refused to seek enlightenment from the fountain-head of 
knowledge."  [Iqan 17]   

 
". . . The path hath become smooth, the way straightened, the carpet of the Kingdom is 
spread, the Tabernacle hath been elevated upon the Hill of Might, the powers of heaven 
have been shaken, the corners of the earth have quaked, the sun has been darkened, the 
moon ceased to give light, the stars have fallen, the nations of the earth have lamented, 
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and the Son of Man hath come upon the clouds of heaven with power and great glory, 
and He hath sent His angels with the sound of the great trumpet, and no one knows the 
meaning of these emblems save the wise and informed..." (BWF 360)   

 
But both of these references are in themselves pointing towards the "unsealed" interpretation that 
is being made plain in this dispensation, are they not? 
 

"Today the greater number of them [the Persian followers of Baha'u'llah] recite and 
chant, as is suitable, the contents of these two Books [Old and New Testaments] in their 
reunions and assemblies, and they expound their esoteric teaching."  [SAQ 304] 

  
"Now that this subject has been clearly elucidated we will submit that the present state of 
progress in the world necessitates the Most Great Manifestation. While His Holiness 
Bahá'u'lláh resided in Baghdad the first book revealed by Him was "Kitáb-i-Íqán" 
which is the key to unlock the seals of the Heavenly Books. It comprehends the 
realities revealed in Holy Writ. By it the doors of the understanding of prophetic words 
were opened to the faces of the people of Baha, the real meaning of the Divine Glad-
tidings were revealed and the original purposes of such terms as were latent and unknown 
became manifested.  These terms are: 'Death,' 'Life,' 'Heaven,' 'Earth,' 'Sun,' 
'Moon,' 'Stars,' 'Resurrection,' ["Return,” “Revival,” etc.]  Thus the means of unity 
became facilitated and the hindrances to international misunderstandings were removed."  
(Mirza Abu'l-Fadl, The Brilliant Proof, p. 22) 

 
Here are another couple of interesting passages, in this light: 
 

"227.15 Whenever I witnessed what befell these believers, the words of God would find 
meaning in front of my eyes. I had looked up the meaning of these words in the 
dictionaries, but I did not know that in addition to their obvious meaning they describe, 
or better even, create new realities. Now that the tempest of trials and afflictions has 
encircled the community of the beloved ones, the believers who have remained behind 
and who steadfastly and firmly are bearing the burden of this storm, only can sing the 
eternal epic of the second century of the Faith. Truly, all of them are the children and 
descendants of those who watered the tree of the Faith with their pure blood. This tree is 
still bearing fruit, is still growing! What a glory! What a glory!" 

 (The Universal House of Justice, Messages 1963 to 1986, p. 418) 
  

"Know thou, verily, man before reaching (spiritual) maturity passes his days and only 
apprehends trivial things which are clear on account of their exoteric indications, but 
when he attains full development, then he grasps the realities of things and their esoteric 
facts. Every day after maturity is equivalent to one year before it, on account of (man's) 
perception, understanding, apprehension and discoveries.  Now, thou hast reached 
development and apprehended the degree of maturity: Gaze at the grades of the existence, 
the realities of things, the allegories in the epistles of God, and the mysteries in the Old 
and New Testament. By the life of Baha, the covering will be removed from thee, and 
thou will be informed of that which all the philosophers and wise men are unable to 
apprehend. Verily, this is a gift which God assigns only to such of His chosen servants as 
He willeth. Verily, Thy Lord will inspire thee with the mysteries of God, the Protector, 
the Self-subsistent."  (Compilations, Baha'i Scriptures, p. 480) 



“God’s Method of Old”      ABS Conference Presentation by Greg Kagira-Watson          Page  32 

  
"O maid-servant of God! Verily, the tests and trials of God are very great and very 
violent. Beseech thou God to protect thee from all doubts and to guard thee from the 
interpretations of parabolical [1] verses, as made by those who know not in what valley 
they are roving, who speak according to their own selfish purposes and after their own 
evil inclinations; who accept and then reject; who believe in God and then deny Him; and 
who appear firm and then backslide; thus thou beholdest these oscillating daily."  [1 
Texts relating to parables and which are veiled in symbols and have esoteric 
meanings.]   (Tablets of Abdu'l-Baha v1, p. 72) 

 
"The Guardian also made it very clear that now is not the time to dwell on the esoteric 
part of the teachings - on the contrary, 'we must be ACTIVE and positive...'"  (The 
Priceless Pearl, p. 81) 

  
In this connection perhaps it is also useful to point out the distinction between "esoteric" and 
"secret."  Some think the two terms are synonymous, as they have been in past dispensations.  
(Apparently even Martin Luther equated the two.)   
 
In this new Day however, there are no secret teachings, however esoteric [hidden] they may be.  
To every seeker who seeks them they are open for discovery.  Baha'u'llah promises this, if we but 
ponder and meditate upon the meaning of the verses (assuming that they have not already been 
interpreted at some level by Abdu'l-Baha):   
 

"Wert thou to heed these words, wert thou to ponder their outward and inner meaning 
in thy heart, thou wouldst seize the significance of all the abstruse problems which, in 
this day, have become insuperable barriers between men and the knowledge of the Day of 
Judgment." (KI 123) 

  
"Blessed those who peruse it. Blessed those who apprehend it. Blessed those who 
meditate upon it. Blessed those who ponder its meaning." (Tablets of Baha'u'llah, p. 
200) 

  
"Ponder this in thine heart, that thou mayest comprehend its meaning."  (GL 46) 
  
"Ponder a while those holy words in your heart, and, with utter detachment, strive to 
grasp their meaning."  (KI 5) 
  
"And in another place He said: 'I go and another will come, Who will tell you all that I 
have not told you, and will fulfil all that I have said.' Both these sayings have but one 
meaning, were ye to ponder upon the Manifestations of the Unity of God with Divine 
insight."  (Gleanings 21) 
  
"It is now incumbent upon them who are endowed with a hearing ear and a seeing eye to 
ponder these sublime words, in each of which the oceans of inner meaning and 
explanation are hidden, that haply the words uttered by Him Who is the Lord of 
Revelation may enable His servants to attain, with the utmost joy and radiance, unto the 
Supreme Goal and Most Sublime Summit -- the dawning-place of this Voice."  (Epistle to 
the Son of the Wolf, p. 147) 
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"They whose sight is keen, whose ears are retentive, whose hearts are enlightened, and 
whose breasts are dilated, recognize both truth and falsehood, and distinguish the one 
from the other. Recite thou this prayer that hath flowed from the tongue of this Wronged 
One, and ponder thereon with a heart rid of all attachment, and with ears that are pure 
and sanctified, be attentive to its meaning, that haply thou mayest inhale the breath of 
detachment and have pity upon thyself and upon others:"  (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 
p. 9) 
  
"We do not feel their necessity [citing all the traditions], however, inasmuch as the things 
We have already mentioned suffice the world and all that is therein. In fact, all the 
Scriptures and the mysteries thereof are condensed into this brief account. So much so, 
that were a person to ponder it a while in his heart, he would discover from all that 
hath been said the mysteries of the Words of God, and would apprehend the 
meaning of whatever hath been manifested by that ideal King."  (KI 237) 
  
"It is incumbent on all who have ears and clear insight to meditate and ponder carefully 
upon these supreme words, in each of which oceans of meanings and distinct 
explanations are hidden, that the revelation of the Possessor of all religions may cause all 
His creatures to attain the desire and that supreme station which is the dawning of the 
horizon of this Declaration."  (Compilations, Baha'i Scriptures, p. 122) 

 
Abdu'l-Baha promises the same: 
 

"Read ye The Hidden Words, ponder the inner meanings thereof, act in accord 
therewith."  (SWAB 35)  "The exposition is brief. Ponder and thou shalt understand the 
meaning."  (Tablets of Abdu'l-Baha v2, p. 309) 
The Guardian carries this principle (of meditating for insight) right into the 
Administrative Order:   
 
"The Guardian would strongly urge each and every member of the National Spiritual 
Assembly to carefully peruse, and to quietly ponder upon the outer meaning and upon 
the inner spirit as well, of all his communications on the subject of the origin, nature and 
present-day functioning of the administrative order of the Faith."  (Compilations, The 
Compilation of Compilations vol. I, p. 220) 

 
In most cases, I find that Christians are most grateful to get an understanding about their 
"hidden" teachings from "our" Writings, such as the "Return" of Elias in John the Baptist, or the 
"Mirror" analogy with respect to the trinity.  Of course these are not “our” Writings any more 
than the Bible is “theirs.”  Both belong to all humanity. 
  
Sometimes we need a little reminding that it is not possible to interpret some parts of the Bible 
before (and without) Baha'u'llah's coming:  
  

Isaiah ( 29:11):  "When men give it to one who can read, saying, 'read this,' he says, 'I 
cannot, for it is sealed.'"  Also, in Isaiah 6:9-10-- "...make the ears heavy, and shut 
their eyes, lest they see with their eyes and hear with their ears, and understand with 
their heart, and convert, and be healed."   Similar statements can be found in Daniel 
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(12:4-10) where Daniel asked God to explain his vision to him and was told not to ask 
because it was sealed until the "time of the end." 
  
“Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to 
light the hidden things of darkness...”  (1st Corinthians 4:5) 

  
"Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? And no man in 
heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look 
thereon.   And I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the 
book, neither to look thereon.   And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, 
the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to 
loose the seven seals thereof."  (Revelation 5:1-5) 
  
"In that day you will ask me no questions.”  (John 16:23)   "These things have I spoken 
unto you in proverbs: but the time cometh, when I shall no more speak unto you in 
proverbs, but I shall shew you plainly of the Father."  (John 16:25) 

  
The verse, "shall show you plainly..." is a reference to the "unsealed books," and the language 
of plain speech to be used in the new Revelation (at the time of the "return"). 
  
I hope these quotes will prove as useful to you as they have to me.  I have assembled most of 
them into a PowerPoint presentation which you are most welcome to use: 
http://ppt.homestead.com/Mediator.ppt 
Peace,  
Greg  
 

Further notes on the Immanent and Transcendent nature of God 

The so-called “Eastern” religions are often unfairly criticized by Westerners in words such as 
these:  

“There is no difference in Eastern religions between the human soul and God.  Atman is 
Brahman and Brahman is Atman, this is ‘classic’ monistic Hinduism.”  

The monism referred to here is the pantheistic idea that there is no Supreme Being.  The word 
classic itself refers to what has become a “common” (non-scholarly) interpretation, 
unfortunately.  So the criticism is half correct.  Much of the Hindu interpretation has itself led to 
non-Hindu judgment of what the original texts mean.   

But the God of Hinduism is the same God as the Christian God—whether speaking of His 
immanence or indwellingness (Luke 17:20-21) or His transcendence.  Here are a couple of actual 
teachings from the Hindu Scriptures that present the concept of the One Supreme God—the 
Transcendent Deity.  Hindu teachings speak of God,  

“(Whom) it is possible to know well only from good scriptures, (Who is) 
comprehensively beyond all that is destructible and indestructible; (that) Nârâyana I 
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worship always, who is flawless and of the nature of an uncountable number of good 
qualities.”  

God is “beyond the destructible;” He transcends nature.  This is not pantheism or monism.  
Moreover, the teaching “asserts that the difference between the individual soul or jîva, and the 
Creator, or Îshvara, is eternal and real.”  Again, this is clearly not pantheism.  From the 
Bhagavad-Gita:  

“My material world is eightfold, divided into earth, water, Fire, air, ether, mind, the faculty of 
meditation, and self -awareness.  This is the lower nature. My higher nature is different. It is the 
very life that sustains the world. Do not forget that this is the source of all existence. I am the 
genesis and the end of the entire world. There is nothing higher than I am, O Conqueror of 
Wealth!” 

 Moreover, today’s Hindu scholars are not unclear on this.  Just go to the web and google in 
“Supreme Being Upanishads” (without quotes) and you will get plenty of evidence.  There is no 
confusion between Brahman and Atman.  I see no difference in the term “tat tvam asi” ("that are 
thou") in the Chandogya Upanishad and certain declarations in the Bible: Luke 17:20-21, John 
10:34, and perhaps oddly John 14:12 because of the “Father that dwelleth within.”  (John 14:10)   

 Similarly, the Buddha speaks the voice of the Tathagata as Supreme and transcendent while 
describing our subjective encounter with this Supreme Being as indwellingness (Luke 17:20-21). 
See http://www.kheper.net/theoryofeverything/transcendent_in_comparative_religion.html for Professor 
Wilson's book on readings of comparative religion. (As far as I know, Prof. Wilson is not a 
Baha’i.)  This chapter shows how the concept of the Transcendent Absolute or Godhead is found 
in both monistic and monotheistic beliefs.  Again, these seeming paradoxes are part of His 
mystery.   

 “The Tathagata... is the essence which is the reality of matter, but He is not matter. He is 
the essence which is the reality of sensation, but He is not sensation. He is the essence 
which is the reality of intellect, but He is not intellect. He is the essence which is the 
reality of motivation, but He is not motivation. He is the essence which is the reality of 
consciousness, yet He is not consciousness. Like the element of space, He does not abide 
in any of the four elements. Transcending the scope of eye, ear, nose, tongue, body, and 
mind, He is not produced in the six sense media... He abides in ultimate reality, yet there 
is no relationship between it and Him. He is not produced from causes, nor does He 
depend on conditions. He is not without any characteristic, nor has He any characteristic. 
He has no single nature nor a diversity of natures. He is not a conception, not a mental 
construction, nor is He a non-conception. He is neither the other shore, nor this shore, nor 
that between. He is neither here, nor there, nor anywhere else....” 

(More of the above discourse and argument can be found on my web site at: 
http://dialogue.homestead.com/OpenLetter.htm   ) 
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Redemption and sin: 
  
The Baha'i  teachings are replete with the concept of redemption; so what does this mean?  It 
would seem that the most general meaning of redemption is the “redemption of life” (spiritual 
life) from material existence – the regaining of spiritual life from the material life. (Tablets of 
Abdu'l-Baha v3, p. 653)  
 
If redemption means to “buy back” or regain that which was once lost, then the concept of 
redemption could imply that the purification is a re-purification.  This concept is made more 
difficult because it is wrapped up with Christian concept of the “the fall” from grace, which is 
characterized as “original sin.”  Baha’is interpret this “fall” differently than common Christian 
doctrine.  The Baha’i teachings do not accept the idea of original sin in the sense that every child 
born is tainted by it, and therefore “born into sin.”   
 
“In every religion and community the children are considered innocent, nor does the Pen of 
Divine Command hold them responsible, yet the reign of thy tyranny and despotism has 
surrounded them. If thou art the follower of any religion or sect, read thou the Heavenly Books, 
the inspired epistles and the divine writings, so that thou mayest realize the irresponsibility of 
children.”  (Baha’u’llah in “Compilations, Baha'i Scriptures,” p. 81) 

 

The image of God is not sinful: 
 
“Though the Bible never modifies its original statement that man is made in the image of God, 
yet almost every book contains the record of sin and utters laments over its prevalence.”  
(George Townshend, The Heart of the Gospel, p. 19)  If he is made in the image of God, how 
then can he be inherently evil. 
 
“Man is said to be the greatest representative of God, and he is the Book of Creation because all 
the mysteries of beings exist in him. If he comes under the shadow of the True Educator and 
is rightly trained, he becomes the essence of essences, the light of lights, the spirit of spirits; he 
becomes the center of the divine appearances, the source of spiritual qualities, the rising-place of 
heavenly lights, and the receptacle of divine inspirations. If he is deprived of this education he 
becomes the manifestation of satanic qualities, the sum of animal vices, and the source of all 
dark conditions.”  (Baha'i World Faith - Abdu'l-Baha Section, p. 332) 
 
Children are not inherently evil: “Every child is potentially the light of the world -- and at the 
same time its darkness; wherefore must the question of education be accounted as of primary 
importance.”  (Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 130) 
 
“Every child is potentially the light of the world -- and at the same time its triple darkness; 
wherefore must the question of education be accounted as of primary importance. From his 
infancy, the child must be nursed at the breast of God's love, and nurtured in the embrace of His 
knowledge, that he may radiate light, grow in spirituality, be filled with wisdom and learning, 
and take on the characteristics of the angelic host.”  (The Compilation of Compilations vol. I, p. 
271) 



“God’s Method of Old”      ABS Conference Presentation by Greg Kagira-Watson          Page  37 

 
Redemption, therefore, is the result of spiritual education: “. . . the purpose of the Manifestation 
of God and the dawning of the limitless lights of the Invisible is to educate the souls of men, 
and refine the character of every living man -- so that blessed individuals, who have freed 
themselves from the murk of the animal world, shall rise up with those qualities which are the 
adornings of the reality of man. The purpose is that earthlings should turn into the people of 
Heaven, and those who walk in darkness should come into the light, and those who are 
excluded should join the inner circle of the Kingdom, and those who are as nothing should 
become intimates of the everlasting Glory.”  (Selections from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 
10) 
 
“The prophets of God are the first educators. They bestow universal education upon man and 
cause him to rise from lowest levels of savagery to the highest pinnacles of spiritual 
development.”  (Baha'i World Faith - Abdu'l-Baha Section, p. 249) 
 
“Were there no educator, all souls would remain savage, and were it not for the teacher, the 
children would be ignorant creatures.”  (BWF - Abdu'l-Baha Section, p. 398) 
 
“His Holiness Jesus Christ was an educator of humanity. His teachings were altruistic; his 
bestowal universal. He taught mankind by the power of the Holy Spirit and not through human 
agency, for the human power is limited whereas the divine power is illimitable and infinite. The 
influence and accomplishment of Christ will attest this. Galen, the Greek physician and 
philosopher, who lived in the second century A.D., wrote a treatise upon the civilization of 
nations. He was not a Christian but he has borne testimony that religious beliefs exercise an 
extraordinary effect upon the problems of civilization. In substance he says, "There are certain 
people among us, followers of Jesus the Nazarene who was killed in Jerusalem. These people are 
truly imbued with moral principles which are the envy of philosophers. They believe in God and 
fear Him. They have hopes in His favors, therefore they shun all unworthy deeds and actions and 
incline to praiseworthy ethics and morals. Day and night they strive that their deeds may be 
commendable and that they may contribute to the welfare of humanity; therefore each one of 
them is virtually a philosopher, for these people have attained unto that which is the essence and 
purport of philosophy. These people have praiseworthy morals even though they may be 
illiterate." 
            The purpose of this is to show that the holy Manifestations of God, the divine prophets, 
are the first teachers of the human race. They are universal educators  and the fundamental 
principles they have laid down are the causes and factors of the advancement of nations.”  
(Abdu'l-Baha, Foundations of World Unity, p. 56) 
 
“. . . they Who are the Luminaries of truth and the Mirrors reflecting the light of divine Unity, in 
whatever age and cycle they are sent down from their invisible habitations of ancient glory unto 
this world, to educate the souls of men and endue with grace all created things, are invariably 
endowed with an all-compelling power, and invested with invincible sovereignty.”  (Baha'u'llah, 
The Kitab-i-Iqan, p. 97) 
 
“In brief, Bahá'u'lláh hath become manifest to educate all the peoples of the world.”  (Selections 
from the Writings of Abdu'l-Baha, p. 195) 
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As stated, it would seem that the most general meaning of redemption is the “redemption of 
life” (spiritual life) from material existence – the regaining of spiritual life from the material life.  
This is personal, internal, salvation or spiritual awakening. 
 

The magnitude of Baha’u’llah’s Revelation  

and His claim –  
as understood through the Bible: 

 "From the ... the words of Christ, as attested by the Gospel, every unprejudiced 
observer will readily apprehend the magnitude of the Faith which Baha'u'llah has 
revealed, and recognize the staggering weight of the claim He has advanced." – (Shoghi 
Effendi, WOB, p. 25) 

If this claim includes the fulfillment of the Messianic promise, then it follows we should 
understand the promise if we are to understand the fulfillment.   Perhaps it is not possible 
to understand "the magnitude of the Faith which Baha'u'llah has revealed" without 
understanding the Messianic expectations (that is, what, how and Who Christians expect 
Him to be)—perhaps.  Understanding part of Baha'u'llah's claim as to Who He is, is to 
understand Him as the continuation of the past Revelation of Christ: 

 “This is the Word which the Son veiled when He said to those around Him that at that 
time they could not bear it... Verily the Spirit of Truth is come to guide you unto all 
truth...”  (Shoghi Effendi quoting Baha’u’llah’s reference to the blessed Bible verse in 
John 16:12, in The World Order of Baha'u'llah, p. 104) 

<><><><><> 
 
 
NOTE:  The following charts are to serve merely as one example of the kind of rubric that could 
be created to simply an otherwise difficult set of constructs to grasp.  The suggest only a limited 
understanding and are not necessarily representative of any authoritative text.  The reader should 
feel free to make his or her own charts.  These were hastily created for a PowerPoint presentation 
simply as an example of the kind of thing that could be done.  It is important to note that some of 
the exoteric interpretations represent errors in logic, or otherwise contradict the authoritative text.  
This does not mean that all of the exoteric interpretations here represent errors.  Part of the 
exercise during the presentation was to discuss whether or not a particular exoteric concept was 
shortsighted, how it was shortsighted, and how we know that it was—recognizing that there is 
only a tendency for them to be, not a certainty.  (Left and right columns do not necessarily 
correspond to each other.) 

 
 



.
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Esoteric: The name “Bahá’u’lláh” refers to that Divine SPIRIT (formerly named “Christ”) that continues to live with us as a Holy Presence 
in our lives.  This is the 3rd “station” of the Manifestation—the Holy Spirit that lived as the Power of God in a historical Man (both Jesus and 
Mirza Husayn Ali of Nur) but for a time, and continues to live with us now in the world.  This Spirit is distinct from His human spirit or soul 
and His human body, respectively the second and first “stations” (conditions ) of the manifestation.  When mention of Christ or Bahá’u’lláh is 
made (two different names for the same reality) one must not limit his or her concept to that of the historical figure.  Otherwise we miss the 
transcendent Reality—beyond historicity.  
 
(The is related to the “new name” of this Divine Spirit.  See Holy Bible, book of Revelation 2:17, 3:12, 5:1-5, 19:13.  Since the neither the 
body nor the human soul of the Manifestation “returns” in subsequent manifestations20, we know that the “new name” is a reference to the 
third station of the Manifestation.  For more on this see:  Baha'i Teachings on the "Station" of the Manifestation of God  
at this URL: http://watsongregory.homestead.com/files/station.html#Trinity )

                                                 
20 John 17:6,  John 14:21,  1Peter, 1:20. 



 



 


